
 

 

ORANGE COUNTY CALLERS ASSOCIATION 

CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 

Article I 

The name of this organization shall be Orange County Callers Association. The word organization, 

association or the initials OCCA shall hereinafter suffice. 

Article II 

Purpose: For the exchanging of ideas and materials and the betterment of square dancing. 

Article III  

Organization:  Shall be composed of experienced & new callers. 

Article IV 

Officers: The officers of this association shall consist of: President, Vice-President, Secretary and 

Treasurer.  Past President will serve as Parliamentarian.  The officers will then be recognized as “the 

board”. 

Article V 

Meetings: Regular meetings shall be held on the fourth Sunday of odd months of the year: Jan. Mar, May, 

etc.  The board is permitted to reschedule regular meetings as required due to scheduling conflicts.  If an 

emergency arises, special meetings can and/will be held. 

Article VI 

Profit: This is a non-profit organization. 

Article VII 

Quorum: A quorum shall be thirty-three percent (33%) of the membership.    

Article VIII 

Membership: 

A. Acceptance to membership to conform to procedures: Membership. * (see Procedures 

Membership) Membership shall be limited to square dance callers/cuers (callers) in accordance 

with the following classification of membership: 

a. Full Member – A Full Member shall be a person who has been calling on a regular basis 

for a period of not less than one (1) year, and whose membership has been sponsored by a 

Full Member. He/she shall receive all benefits of the Association. Here, regular means at 

least 24 dances per year. 

b. Associate Member – An Associate Member shall be a caller not actively calling on a 

regular basis. An Associate Member may be a beginner caller, or a caller who has chosen 



 

 

not to call on a regular basis. A candidate for Associate membership must be sponsored 

by one Full Member. The sponsor shall verify that the potential member is (in his/her 

opinion) a qualified candidate for membership in the Orange County Callers Association. 

i. An Associate Member may apply to become a Full Member upon meeting the 

criteria for Full membership. 

ii. An Associate Member shall receive all benefits of the Association except the 

right to hold office, propose formal motions, vote, or to chair a committee of the 

Association. 

c. Honorary Member – An Honorary Member shall be a person who the Association desires 

to honor for his/her contribution to square dancing.  

d. Life Member – A Life Member shall be a caller or teacher who the Association desires to 

honor for exceptional contributions to square dancing. Life Membership shall be the 

highest honor that this Association may bestow. 

e. Only Full or Life Members shall be eligible to hold Association offices, to vote on its 

affairs, to propose formal motions, and to chair committees. 

B. Termination of membership can be determined by majority vote of all members. * (See Code of 

Ethics.) 

Article IX 

Dues:  

A. Initiation fees shall be $25.00. 

B. Dues are payable on yearly basis in the amount of $10.00, due and payable by the March meeting. 

The board, once voted upon, can decide to waiver dues on an annual basis (yearly membership)  

C. Upon termination of membership, no refund shall be issued.  

Article X 

Officers Duties: 

A. President: Shall preside at all meetings and appoint all committee chairpersons. 

B. Vice-President: Shall assume the duties of President in his/her absence. The Vice-President shall 

see that refreshment supplies are adequate at all times.    

C. Secretary: Shall keep minutes and present accurate minutes for all meetings and correspondences 

D. Treasurer: Shall keep accurate record and tracking of all monies collected and distributed. 

 

 



 

 

Article XI 

Election of Officers: 

A. The officers of this organization shall be elected for a term of one year, with voting taking place 

in November and assuming duties the first meeting in January.   

B. No member shall refuse to serve as an officer, or committee-member, if called upon to do so, 

without just cause. 

Article XII 

Amendments: 

A. Amendments may be made at a regular or special meeting by the majority vote of the 

membership, providing a quorum is present. 

 

Procedure: Application for Membership 

1. Application for all classes of membership (Full, Associate, Honorary, & Life) and for changes of 

classification shall be made to the Officers Board in written request. The Officers Board has the 

power to reject or change the classification of any applicant and/or member. 

2. All applications for membership must be accompanied with U.S Currency for initiation fee and 

annual dues. 

3. Membership shall not be denied on the basis of race, creed, color, sex, national origin, or sexual 

orientation. 

4. The Association fiscal year shall be January 1 through December 31. 

5. Membership will be a standard item on the agenda of every OCCA meeting prior to old or new 

business. 

6. Potential members shall attended two of three consecutive meetings, and perform a “demo tip” to 

the OCCA board and  membership.   

a. To qualify his/ her calling, the caller applicant will be required to call a one tip patter and 

singing call program at a regular Association meeting. This program shall be critiqued by 

the Associations members. The caller applicant must also teach a figure assigned by the 

Association. 

b. The board may waive this requirement at their discretion. 

7. The prospective members name will be published in the monthly minutes.  Voting will be done at 

the next regular meeting after the requirements have been met. 

8. Prospective members will be voted on by quorum vote to become members of OCCA. 

 



 

 

Procedures: General 

1. President will be responsible for presentations, demos, or discussions.  

2. Visiting callers that are attending the meeting shall/should be introduced by an OCCA member 

and the President should announce the visitor to the membership. 

3. Refreshment duties will be assigned by the Vice-President to include clean-up and orderly 

condition of hall.   Refreshment duties at regular meetings 

4. Members of OCCA may invite guests:  If a “demo square” is required, it will be the responsibility 

of the inviting member to invite only dancers that are capable of dancing at club level and/or 

above. 

5. Code of Conduct and Ethics 

 

CODE OF ETHICS   

ORANGE COUNTY CALLERS ASSOCIATION 

Orange County Callers Association is a duly constituted organization of square dance callers, 

bound together by a general interest in square dance calling, a desire to improve dancing in the 

area, and an interest in the courtesies and ethics necessary to maintain a healthy professional 

atmosphere in the square dance field. 

To accomplish those purposes for which OCCA was organized and to further the general interests 

of the membership in square dancing and calling, the following policies and procedures will be 

adhered to: 

1. The members of OCCA shall actively assist one another in promotion of clubs, dances, and 

other activities. 

2. The members of OCCA are in general agreement with standardization programs where no 

control of callers or material is involved. 

3. The membership of OCCA shall strive to assist each other to progress in the square dance 

field. 

4. OCCA shall not be used as a political instrument, not for the promotion of any one member 

or group of members to the detriment of the remainder. 

5. OCCA shall continually strive to conduct a program mutually beneficial to the majority of the 

membership. 

6. All members of OCCA shall be treated equally, fairly, and shall be afforded the same 

benefits, privileges, and opportunities of participation. 

7. All members of OCCA shall bear equally the responsibilities to promote the aims and 

policies of the organization. 



 

 

8. No member shall bring discredit upon, nor unfairly criticize OCCA, but will abide by, and 

actively support the will of the majority. 

9. Any member having grievance against another member, or the OCCA, such grievance having 

to do with calling, calling ethics, or matters pertaining to square dancing, shall have the right 

to present his grievance before the membership for arbitration. 

10. Abide by Callerlab Code of Ethics (See attachment) 

 

Revised by Membership on November 20, 2011 

Revised by Committee on Sept. 21, 2011 

Revised by Committee on Sept. 26, 2010 

Approved by Membership on Nov. 19, 2010 

Committee Members: 

 Dan Clairmont, Committee Chair 

Rick Manning, VP 

 Robert Morris, Member 

 Bob Van West, Member 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CALLERLAB CODE OF ETHICS 
(Revised April 16, 2003) 

 
Code: The professional caller must wholeheartedly subscribe to the established standards of 
relationships 
to accomplish the declared purpose and objective of callers in the square dance profession. 
 
I ACKNOWLEDGE: 
 
1. That I have an obligation to the dancers; therefore, I shall provide information, instruction and 

leadership to enable and encourage the dancer to develop to his/her full potential so that he/she 
may derive the maximum satisfaction and pleasure from the activity. 

 
2. That I have an obligation to the club organizations; therefore, I shall participate in the 

development and maintenance of a sound and respected club organization, and shall endeavor to 
discharge this obligation to the best of my ability and to advise them wisely and honestly. 

 
3. That I have an obligation to the profession; therefore, I shall respect the dignity of the leaders, 

teachers and callers as persons and shall maintain a good reputation for personal integrity. 
 
4. That I have an obligation to the activity as a whole; therefore, in my personal, business and social 

contacts, I shall be conscious of its heritage and its future and conduct myself accordingly. 
 
5. That I have an obligation to continue to work for professional growth, to adhere to uniform 

nomenclature, to learn, to lead and to contribute to the total square dance movement to the 
maximum of my ability. 
 

6. That I have an obligation to all associations dealing with the activity: therefore, I shall promote 
a spirit of cooperation between the various elements of the association. 

 
7. I will conduct myself at dances in a responsible manner that would not shame other callers in the 

profession. This includes: (1) Making every reasonable effort to arrive at calling engagements 
early enough that the dance will begin on time; (2) Refraining from using language in bad taste or 
telling jokes that may be embarrassing to the dancers, or calling under the influence of alcohol 
or any controlled substance (drugs); and (3) Staying within the guidelines of the advertised dance 
program without variances. 
 

8. Except in extreme emergencies, I will honor all contracts I sign. Meaning: (1) I will fulfill all items 
in the contract; (2) I will not cancel any contract if that cancellation causes a hardship on the 
sponsoring group. This includes giving sufficient and adequate notice of any cancellation that may 
be absolutely necessary; (3) I will not send a replacement caller unless this is first approved with 
the contracting group; and (4) I will conduct my financial affairs within the square dance activity 
in a responsible manner. This includes paying my debts on time, or making acceptable 
arrangements if unable to pay on time. 
 

9. I will only perform music which has been obtained in a manner which properly and completely 
compensates the artists and producers responsible for its creation. I will not enable others to use 
copies of my music while I still retain my ownership. 

 
I accept these obligations as a personal responsibility and solemn pledge, both in spirit and in fact, in 

http://www.callerlab.org/Home/tabid/73/Default.aspx


 

 

a manner consistent with the highest standard of professional services as a member of CALLERLAB - 
The 
International Association of Square Dance Callers. I shall discharge these obligations and dedicate 
myself to that end. 


